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Yenching University, Peping.
January 26, 1931l.

Iy dear Absenteest

So many delightful cards, letters and notes have come in from a
number of you this Xmas season that I am reminded that you have all
been quite neglected this autumn as far as my letters to you are cone
cerned. It has been good to hear some news of you, and I thank you all
for your Xmas and New Year greetings, and in the name of your colleagues
here for such items as I have been able to put in the Weekly Bulletin.
Perhaps those of you who have not yet sent any news at all and yet who
tell me how much you enjoy the Bulletin which as you know has never been
issued with any other purpose in mind than that of circulating news about
the campus, will make a New Year resolution to send some word, however,
brief of how you are spending your furlough, to those who often think of
you and perhaps do not as often hear from you.

1 have thought many times of writing to you this autwan, but ha¥e
hesitated knowing that letters to be interesting must necessarily be
intimate and in order to write at all it was obviously necessary t 0 make
some mention of a controversy between faculty and students that has been
dragging on wver since the summer; which has irritated the Chancellor to
the point almost of taking to his bed, has worn out lMrs. Frame and the
President, and has necessitated the holding of so many gspecial meetings
of the faculty committees and those of the Student Association, that the
majority, faculty and students alike, have lost all interest in it and
long for peace. Just before Xmas a request came frow the students that
the matter might be cleared up before the holidays, "that we might be
able to enjoy ourselves better®. The faculty might have truthfully rep-
lied, "We too; your words reflect our sentiments exactly". DBut, as yet
no satisfactory conclusion has been reached, and the end of this tangle
or wrangle is not in sight. Many of you, no doubt, have heard already
full details of the whole affair. However, as "fools (will always)} rush
in where angels fear to tread", for the benefit of those who have not,

T will briefly give my own casual view of the events, quite unofficial
you will understand, because I attend none of the august bodies mentioned
and only hear scattered comments on what has been going on within. 1In
the early summer & woman student who had been behaving in a somewhat
hysterical manner, was judged by the resident physician notfit to con-
tinue her studies, and it was decided that for the better care of her
heslth she should return to her home for a period of rest. She managed
to be examined by another doctor in town and segure a favorable report on
her health. Armed with this, she returned to the campus and refused to
leave the dormitory. The administrative officers in the Women's College,
backed by the college physician Dr. Yao, still insisted, and a motor car
was called and she was escorted to the station. She showed no resentment
at thne time she left the campus, waving a friendly goodbye to those who
had come to see her off. However, at the station, instead of taking the
trgin home, she ran from the car with her roommate and two days later
returned to the University. In a short time a little group of agitators
rallied round her, issued posters denouncing the administration for 1=
perialistic and cruel methods, etc., Mrs. Frame in this case Peing the
special object of their attack. The President returned from Awerica at
the end of July to find a fairly serious situation arising, one at least
caculated to give no end of bother, to require the most delicate handling,
and to ensure constant and lengthy callings of committee meetings, with
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a controversial argument as to how the matter should be handled which
could furnish anyone and everyone who had any interest at all in the
matter, a chance to discuss until doomsday. The administrstdon took
prompt action after the President's return and the main agitator, whose
name wes known and who had in hie personal conduct and phrasing of pos=-
ters and demands exceeded the bounds of what might be termed proper
student behavious, was expelled. But there the matter did not end and
has not yet ended. There have been appeals and coumter appeals, student
mass meetings, several instigations to strike (which have failed to
materialize because of lack of support) and all that undercurrent of dis-
satigfaction and distrust, suspicion and dislike, which surely doew not
make for the highest good in an institution of this kind. The student
body is divided in ite opinion, the feculty equally so, and the adminise-
ration has been accused with all sincerity of being on the one hand too
stricta nd on the other too lenient. The issue has after all affected
only a small group of the students, the main body holding aloof, and only
those faculty members who happen to be mewbers of the administrative
cormittees, but the feeling has run high in these cireles, and the in-
terest has been intense. That the Dean of the Women's College happened
to be the centre of the storm was certainly most unfortunate for her, but
the cheerful steadiness with which she has met and faced the whirlwind
of denouncement, praise, urgings to take this stand and urgings to teke
that stand, have proved her to be even a finer person than we thought,
and perheps there may be some value for her from an experience, which
though far from pleasant while it lasts, nevertheless has put a strain on
those qualities of mind and spirit which more fully develop under condie-
tions such as these. And I, who come of & race in whose very bone is bred
the germ of loyalty, cannot but commend the very splenddid qualities of
personal loyalty to their chief which exhibited themselves among the Woe-
men's College merbers on many occasions during this session. There are
personal loyalties and loyalties that tranmcend even these, but who after
all is prepared to prove which is the finer thing? There seems no doubt
that a group of communist students whose names are not fully know and
whose full strength is something of a conjecture, were waiting for just
such an occaeion as this to startan agitation with the intent it seens
of cloging the whole institution, or at least making a«s big a commotion
as happened at Cheeloo last year. The agitators wereable at one time or
another to arouse quite a following which fell away, however, when the
time for the strike arrived. They were @lso, for some time, in control of
the Chiu Kan which statement needs no further comuent. That we have been
able to avoid this open clash and have not had to close the institution in
the middle of a term is surely something of a gain, though there may be
those who do not think it has been worth the cost. It appears there are
still those among us who would go so far as to agree in pripciple with &
former member of our staff whose panacea for all student agitations was
imvariably, "Close the dormitory kitchens and the students will have to
obeyt.,

Watching the whole controversy from the sidelines, so to speak, and
not from the heat of the conflict, I might venture to mmke a few comments,
whether of any value or not I do not knowl I was much interested in a
statement made by a Chinese members of staff to the effect that in his
opinion the whole thing was due to lack of college spirit among the
students and that it could never have happened in an institution like
Nenkai. He felt that we so large a group of transfers and postgraduates
from other institutions that it is hard to rouse their sense of loyalty to
an institution which is to thew only a short @ isode in their college care=
ers. It does seem to me, however, that we have gone & step forward in rous-
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ing this very loyalty in which we are accused of falling short, and

that we have done more than rerely avoid an awkward situation. The

mass of our students who knew well that the administration was deter=-
mined to close the institution rather fhan go beyond a certein point in
the making of concessions, could not be coerced into supporting & move-
ment that would mean the disturbance of their studies. Furthermore,

they would not follow a movement which aimed at destroying an agency
which they knew in their hearts was not trying to exploit or harm them,
but wes working for their good. A steady-going, clear-headed, practical
student of north China not easily aroused by some emotional crisis, will
not be likely to be swept off his feet into a movement whiich ignominious-
ly failed this year, and which must from now en appear somewhat in the
light of a lost cause. The old slogans of imperialism, so effectively
used by communists and other such agencies in China some years ago, 8seem
to have worn rather thin, end I should judge that hereafter communism,
which has loomed at times as such a terrifying ogre in our midst, will
never cgein unless supported by the government which seems most unlikely,
be able to terrify us to the same extent again. I think we nave reason
to feel that in spite of all the trouble end anxiety they have caused us,
this last session the communists have unconsciously but very effectively
strengthemed the hands of the administration and fostered the right col=-
lege spirit that apparently we so badly need. Let us hope that the youth-
ful ardour of our communist students, which is unquewtionably sincere,
most comrageous and not self-seeking, may be turned into less dangerous
channels in their desire to help their country.

Salaries. Another problemw which has stirred up universal interest
this autwm, et least in faculty circles, end which has just recently
reached a very happy solution in the committee which has been spending
long hours dealing with the matter, has been the much mooted question of
our salaries. This little cloud appeared on our horizon before many of
you had left for furlough last summer. Perhaps it is the prerogative of
all persons engaged in teaching to feel that they are grievously under-
paid, but no complaint of & nature loud enough to reach the ears oi the
administration end force it into action, had appeared until last spring
when a few foreign members of staff, on university contractend paid in
local currency, no doubt urged by the ifact that certain mission members
were veing peid either in part or whole in gold, and whose comaitmants
at home were suffering because of the high zate of exchange, requested
that at least a percentage of their salaries be paid in gold. After the
matter had been thrashed out in the usual way in committees here and
recormendations made to the home office, somewhat to everyone's surprise
the ruling came that the full salaries of this group were hereafter to
be paid in gold. The rate of emchange which has been s teadily soaring
since that action, has now reached 450/1. One mewber refused to take
advantage of this ruling, and though her Chinese colleagues have not
failed to feel the force of this act of goodwill on her part, her foreign
colleagues in this group who did not feel it obligatory upon them tc make
this gesture, do not fail to point out that she has been able to do this
because of her own private incomel Now it is only in the nature of things
thet others who were still paid in local currency whould mentally conmpare
their lot with those who found by reading the rate of exchange in the
newspaper eamch morning at brealkfest time, that they were becoming richer
and richer. The discrepancy between the two groups daily assumeda larger
and larger proportions. After all we are only humen, and who would not
fail to be disturbed by the fact that a young member who had been in
Yenching & little over a year and not & full teacher at that, was getting




more coin of the realm each month than the colleague he was living with
who had been in Yenching many years, was head of a department and had a
wife and sick baby. Young in"tructor out from home one year, were
receiving actually more than high admlnlbirutlve officers who had been
with the institution since its beblnnlnb. These matters were privately
discussed, and finally, our long-suffering Chinese colleagues who too
were feeling the pinch of the decreasing value of sgilver, began to po-
litely hint that something should be done to relieve their situstion, or
at least equalize the treatment meted out to the different groups.

This little tangle was also awaiting the President on his return
from abroad, and when you begin to think about it, is of such an involved
nature that no one could see how a solution which would be satigfactory
could possibly be found, but &«ll felt that something must be done ot once.
At the pressessional conference public reference was made to the matter,
by the President who s tated that an endeavour would be rade to find a
solution that would leave the problem a little less rich in such dis-
crepancies. The committee on salaries (see page 1& of the Directory)
has been hard at work ever since September, sitting frequently whole
af ternoons and has just drafted its report and recoxmendsztions. With
all possibilities for friction and unpleasantness, for we are all a
little inclined to feel that we alonp are the real sufferers in a case
lice this, the meetings have from what I hear been conducted with the
utimost harmony much to the relief OI the President and due in no small
measure no doubt to his genius for oiling the wheels at the right moment.
The soluticn found, if I may be allowed to state it in advance, is in
general that of equality in the payment of salaries based on academic
ranking and experience, equal treatment for fcrei-ners and Chinese. In
the minds of many of us this is the on13 sible solution which will
enable a group of this kind to live in hurmony together. How the report
will fare on its travels up through the higher hierarchy of committees
and Ioards rerains to be seen.

The Presessional Conference of 1930--a little ancient ‘history=--. To

some of our number this yearly event has become & very 1901ou5 proceeding
but to others it has always been one of the most refreshing e nd invig ,0ra t-
ing experiences of the whole year, the time when & note is found to whicl
the work of the year may be tuned. The faculty reguested just before the
surmer that the presessional conference be trested "distinctly as an ine-
piraticnal and de VﬁTLonql meeting and not in any sense an occasion for the
digseminationof information that cen be circulated in some other form".
The President, if not the Chancellor, took this to heart in his Teguesit "o
the Deams to be brief and to the point. Perhaps it was too much to expect
either the President or Chancellor to be “short and snappy". The latter's
speech with its translation occupied most of the first morning and was
concerned mainly with his bouts with the linistry of Bducation. The
¢Tﬁzlutut, hav1nU Just returned from a year cbroad, had likewise much to
say and words of wisdom and warning to impart to his faculty. I am send-
ing you his speech. Perhaps you have already received a copy of this
from the New York office, but at the rigk of repetition I send it, for

Lt 18 & good speech and will bear reading again, though it loses much be
being read and not listened to. You will notice references to various

problers 1“L€ have occupied much time and thought this first tELm, the

student agitation and salary QUup1lwh, .. “f’y cm“'vrtcu on; departunental

JebJﬁl.i“’ in connection with budgets, the ganization that has been
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discussed in connection with the Scholl of Religion, Etc. In think-
ing over the history of the conference it seems to me that the early
meetings some eight or nine years ago might have been criticized for
being too full of windy discussion. From there the pendulum has swung
to the other extreme, and the meetings that took place & year ago lasgt
sutunn were so occupied with reports from anyone wio had the slightest
cleim to make a report, that practically no time was left for those
voluble spirits who on an occasion of this kind crave the chance to
discuss and argue and come away feeling the better for this. This
year, we seemed to strike a happy medium vetween the two extremes. The
reports of the Chancellor and President were well worth listening to,
the Deans and Registrar were pithyend to the point as they galloped
through the grief moments allotted to them, and there was just enough
time left for some very worth while discussion on matters that were
fermenting in the minds of various groups. The foreign members of staffl
took an active part in the discussion of the resolution of the faculty
of the School of Religion to move off the campus and locate in one of
the lovely old gardens adjoining us. I think I am right in saying that
at least all the Chinese members of the School, before the government
regulations entered into the problem at all, had very favorably consi-
dered the possibility of establishing a strong corporate unit under more
quiet and favorable aspects than at present possible on our busy campus,
and the students of the School had for some time been urging the desir-
ability of a separate dormitory where they could all live together and
the better develop their own spiritual life. 8o, it has not been as
some have supposed, entirely a forcing of the hand of the School of Re=
ligion by the goverument. The matter was, of course, only brought up
for very informal discussion at the presessional conference and was
carried in a more formal manner to the meeting of the Board of lanagers
on Cctober 20. Those interested in what happened there may consult

the Faculty Bulletin of Oct. 23. These recommendations were sent to
the Board of Trustees and word has recently come that this Doard ques-
tions the wisdom of sucha ction. I may add that the particular garden
the School of Religion has in mind belongs to Ex-President Hsu, to

whow it was given by the Emperor at a time when such things as ITitle
deeds were not considered necessary in a transaction of this kindj; that
his daughter is buried in the gerden, and although the old gentleman,
urged by his fawily, seews now ready to consider selling the garden, it
seems rather problematical as to when the purchese can really be mmde.
So, this question is no doubt shelved for the time being,

On the second day the discussions turned on salaries and teaching
in other institutions, both of which matters were pertinent interest to
many of our Chinese colleagues, so they too had a chance to express
themselves, and all came away this year I think with that satisfied
feeling that they had not only been passive listeners but had had ample
opportunity to participate and contribute sometuning.

The Faculty lLxecutive Committee, if one can judge by & hurried
glance through the minutes, seems to have been occupied, when not dis-
cussing the student problem mentioned above, with the "trivial round,
the cormmon task"; appointments of new teachers, budget matters, ap-
pointment of committees to deal with special issues, holidays, furloughs,
outside teaching, and requests for this, that and the other things; all
of it tedious but necessary business. However thrilling may be the
discussions that precede t hese a ctions, the minutes do not make very
enlivening reading.




Some of you have specifically requested that the minutes of the
University Council be sent you regularly, so you will find copies of
these included in this packet of news.

I mentioned above a meeting of the Board of lanagers on October 20
The most significant actions taken there were that concerning the School
of Religion, one concerning an agreement between our agricultural work
and the College of Agriculture and Forestry of lanking University, and
the ratification of our new Retirement Plan and Annuity Fund. The first
two actions you will find in the Faculty Bulletin of Oct. 23; and the
action concerning agriculture the Board of Trustees have approved without
much comment. About & month ago we had a visit from representatives of
the Coldege at llanking, and consultations were held with our own staff,
delegates from Tunghsien and Ching Ho, etc., and we believe that matters
are pragressing as smoothly and happily as can be expected and that minor
difficulties and adjustments are working themselves out. I am sending
you copies of the Retirement Plan for those who are interested in such
documents.

Athletics. We have had such a lively correspondent writing up athle-
tics in the Weekly Bulletin, that he has left me little to say. However,
I am a Y“voluble spirit", and must put in my oar. The completion of the
Women's Gym. and the main section of the lien's CGym. this winter has tre-
mendousgly stimulated interest in athletics not only among the students, but
among the faculty as well. Two new sports have been introduced and taken
up with great enthusiasm, Field Hockey and Badminton. Until the weather
got too cold the South Pield was tlie scene, in the fading light of the
autumn afternoons, of many a hot contest between faculty « nd students,
student units, and the student Varsity team vs. teams from the Peking Club
and British Legation Guard (in field hockey). Faculty members of all ages,
sizes and sexes turned out, and games, with many intervals for heated
arguiments over rules, were carried on until it was too dark to see the
ball. A whole Odessy might be written of tie individual exploits of fa=-
culty members, of lir. Porter's dangerous and headlong rushes, Dr. Galt's
cenny and quiet defence of goal, the agile and daring forward dashes of
Dora Bent and Marguerite licGowen, the calling down by the referee of
Hilde Hague for calm contemplation of the sunset when the fight waxed hot
in her gsection of the field, the inability of Charles Parr to stop the
ball in goal even with his presence, the amazing collisions and sumier-
saults of lLr. Adolph, etc., etc. The costumes that appeared were varied
and imnteresting, and ranged from bathing suits, to fur coats and tennis
shirts. The faculty turned out in such Porce and worked so hard that they
are now waiting to play off with one of the Dormitory units for the champ=-
ionship of the season. I must add that there was at all times a marvel=-
lous ignorance or disagreement about rules, and apparently no limit either
way to the number of players, the faculty on one occasion lining up 15
strong againsta student team of 8, the latter gamily refusing to add sub-
gstitutes to their depleted team.

2

‘he Field Hockey season over, interest was centred on the three ice
hockey rinks which were being prepared on the main lake. This year they
are all placed side by side, one small rink for the ise of the children.
Fever has such interest in skating been shown as during this winter season.
When tne ice first began to © orm along the edges of the lake students were
out on thelr skates creeping as far as they dared towards the centre.

Such damege was done to the suriace of the ice by advanturous spirits
breaking through that the Athletic Committee was forced to ask them to




desist. On one occasion ILir. Lin Yueheming was scen on the bank shout-
ing to a dripping friend who was slowly and laboriously "breaking" his
way to shore, "Wait there till I get my camera". One notices that there
are far more accomplished and graceful lady skaters this year and we are
told that many freshmen already learnt this art in middle school days in
Peping. One of our prettiest skaters this year is a little Korean girl
student who had only had one month's practice in Seoul before she appear-
ed on our rink. The less said about our Ice Hockey Team this year the
better. After our glorious career of last winter with ileiklijohn and
Verevkin starring on our team, we are in their absence, a poor weak sha-
dow of our former selves. I need only say that we were ignominiously
defeated by the Peking American School, we who boastfully spoke last vegr
of "giving the kids of the P.A.S. a little practice". Still, the team
is working hard and getting much heglthy exercise in the pursuit of the
puck. The children's rink is a lively sight, especially when an ice
hockey match is in process with Charles Parr and K.A. Wee Keeping goal
for them and shouting inmtructions. Charles Parr's exhausted comment
after one game was that you couldn't "see the woods for the trees", the
rink being small and the players manys.

The second new game introduced this year has been the erstwhile
aristocratic game of Badwinton., The Bulletin of this week gives you a
full account of the orgamization of this club. The students are not as
yet encouraged to take it up, the equipment being rather expensive. Then
too, not long after Xmas the Faculty Wolk Dancing Glub was formed under
the leadersghip of Doris Cuwmmings. The groip was smelil but worked with a
will., This club has only met once as yet.

The Riding Club has more members than ever before. Whatever has got
into the ponies I don't know, but they are so full of beans, or whnatever
one feeds ponies on in Chine to stimulate their speed, it is lmpossible
for the weaker sex and some of the stronger to hold them in. The Pre-
sident, on more than one occasion, has been observed returning to the
campus at a most undignified and John Gilpinlike rate of speed, One
new member reported the loss of a much prized sweater, which he dropped
wihile riding, and was unable to recover owing to the fact that his pony
refused to allow him to stop. Our three new Princeton men have veen ac-
cused by one ladylike rider (whether lawfully or not I do not know) of
unduly stimulating the ponies to race with each other, and therefore,
unfitting them for those who prefer to broceed at a less reckless pace.
For myself I have ceased to carry a riding whip and am thinking of in-
vesting in brakes if such can be attached to equines. One lady now goes
out only with the mafu and with a long leading rein attached to her mount.
It is a pity the Mr. Loehr is away this year, for he would feel thorough-
1y at home, having proved himself on more than one occesion a masterly
rider. At any rate, it is much pleasanter to ride a horse that wants to g0
rather than one that has to be urged.

Tennis, If you really read the Weekly Bulletin as Zealously as you
tell me you do, you will have noticed a good deal of space allotted this
autumn to the orgenization of a Central Tennis Club. This has proved a
big success. Land was temporarily loaned to the club below the high
path just east of Bage, five courts placed there, and the club as soon
as 1t can afford it will purchase the little shed, now owned by the
Landscape Committee, as a little club house. The new road from the
South Compound now runs betwecen the courts and the old well, up onto the
high path turning sharply down to the lake close to the infirmary. The
Land scape Committe is now erecting a hill between the road and the in-
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firmary. Practically all the land in the vicinity of the old wells is
now laid out in Men's College tennis and basketball courts, encroaching
as near as they dare to Dr. Galt's Practice Schools. The Landscape
nurseries have been crowded out--willing victims--and have found a home
elsewiiere. The old wells and trees are carefully conserved. The coum-
pound courts have been practically abandoned with only a court or two
kept for the use of the children.

The Landscape Committee worked hard this autumn, and speaking as a
humble member of the committee, I think I may say that @ number of im-
provements have either been partially or wholly completed, of which I
hope you will all epprove on your return. Charles Parr is as enthuias-
tic as ever. We miss Mr. Chuan from our meetings. Having safely
launched us ne feels he has no more time to give to this, and Mr. Tsai
has taken his place, as he himself says for his "monetary value". At
present the weather permits no outside work, but the committee has had
some interesting meetings on the subjedt of the marble pillars. The
history of these pillars is a long one, our connection with them begin-
ning with their removal from the Yuan lMing Yuan under cover of darkness,
and ending with their disposal, three on our campus and one in town. Some
time ago discussions took place in the General Faculty Executive the
Grounds and Buildings, and our own committee, as to the proper place for
their erection. This was considered from all angles, aesthetic, anti-
guarian and political, but no conclusion was at that time reached. The
matter lay fallow, pending the formal permission from the present govern-
ment to erect them. At last we appear to be within our rights in setting
them up, but still we cannot agree. Practically everyone is unanimous in
feeling that there is really no entirely suitable spot. Some would like
to see them in our front quadrangle facing Bashford; others, among whom
are the Chancellor, President, lir. Hung and lir. lla Kiam, would hesitate to
place them therej; others would seem to think they should be mirrored in
the lake, either in front of the Warner Gym, by the Flower Temple or ris-
ing on the island like candles on a birthday cake". All sorts of places
have been suggested, but there seems lesg opposition to the idea of stand-
ing two of them in the quadrangle in front of Sage Hall. If any of you
have bright ideas, send them out. These pillars still lie, & mute witness
to the fact that they are r eally something of a "white elephant', Perhaps
they will all four be up when you come back, perhaps three, or only two,
but where they will be I cannot tell you bowe. At the last meeting of the
comnittee permissgion was given to t he Geologists to use the little gate-
house ting'er west of the twin buildings, long lying idle, for the erection
of their apparatus to measure and test the forces of nature. They are
to remove the walls and open it up to the elements.

I hope you are all subscribing to the "New China", the organ of the
Journalism Club. $1.50 liex. per year.

Je Nao fans will notice that very little space has been given to its
activities this year in the Faculty Bulletin. This has not been because
there has been any lack of activity, but because the editor of the bul=
letin trembles before the wrath of one of the charter members, wio return-
ing ffom two years abroad, found that this tender infant had cast off
its swaddling clothes and had emerged as a lusty and full grown Faculty
Dramatic Society. He was elected "Ta Nao" at the first meeting, and was
so incensed when this fact appeared in the Peking Leader next morning (We
always blame the Journalism Department for such things and they as re-
gularly protest their innocence), that he not nnly resigned his office
but also from the membership of the club., So, we now try as far as pos-
sible to keep our meetings secret from the public, and tne sword of
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Damocles hangs over my head and the heads of the Je Nao members who
belong to the Department of Journalism. One of you commented in a
letter that the Je Nao seemed to be moving all over the campus this
year. Its old home, House 11, has not withdrawn its hospitable invi-
tation, but one member suffered this autumn from Hay Fevera nd dared
not venture into the Lang Jun Yuan, so it has been wandering around,
and having formed this habit finds it hard to settle in any one spot.
Our first meeting elected the Ta Nao for the year with the result al-
ready stated, and K.A. Wee am Secy. Treas. A new Ta Nao had to be
found, so to Lerry lead has fallen this honor. The old system of small
groups taking charge of the various evenings was adotpted. The aces
has put on Barrie's "ghall we join the Ladies", at the Henry Chou's; tae
Kings of followed with "The Castgways" (reading their lines in costume)
at the Meads; the Queens produced scenes from "The Road to Rome"; and
the Jacks at the Stephen Tsais read "Green Pastures'". Xmas was upon us
by this time, and the Je Nao once again added maeh to our holiday sea=-
son by giving a public performance in Sage Auditorium. The tickets were
all complimentary, and fully half of the packed audience this night were
students who secemed not to miss any of the rather gentle ané literary
play of humor in the lines. The little play was one written by liiss
Boynton, and for those of you who I think might be interested in read=-
ing it, I am having copies made. In true Je Nao fashion the prepara-
tions were very sketchy and never was there one full rehearsal heed,
but it went together with a flourish and not even Charles Parr forget
his lines. The small cast who took part had much fun in the production
of it, and the audience was most appreciative, OUne of tle nicest bits
of the evening was the presence of the Xmas waits, before and between
the scenes, singing old carols, in red mufflers and mittens and carry=
ing a large horn lantern. Our new wigs, purchased by kLr. and lirs.
Shadick in Longdon, arrived just in time to appear in the minuet scene,
and the splendid new make-up box which arrived in the same parcel, came
into action for the f irst time. Je Nao members mey be interested to
hear that liiss Cherry, who takes charge of our make-up, and locked the
box up in her house and gone off to town, but Charles Parr ceme to the
rescue, broke in, and brought it down in triumph just before the cur-
tain went upo.

Christmas this year was specially enjoyable owing to our long ho=-
lidays. The services were as usgual, well attended, & nd the Xmas Bve
service with the red candles, seemed more beautiful than ever. The
carol singers made their roundsj the children did their share, énd the
students no less with their two huge entertainments in the Auditorium
on New Year'!s DEve and llew Year's night. The President®s louse, all
hung with greens and the biggest Xmas tree on the campus, was very busy
with parties of one kind or another. The prettiest one I saw there,
wes late Xmas afternoon when practically all the children on the campus
were invited in to tea with the President. I was very late in getting
to the party, so they were all coming away when I arrived, but I have
never seen anything more charming than the little Chinese children in
their long silk gowns, making their formal little bows of farewell as
they departed. The entire Jimmy Chuan family marshalled by their Papa
encircled the President and all together bowed solemny three times as
they said their "thank yous". One foreign mother afterwards commented
somewhat sadly on the fact our Chinese children have so much better man-
ners than our foreign children.




Speaking of @hildren, one of the most engaging sights on the campus
ig the pre-kindergarten_ school which is established in one of the old
Touses--now renovated=-on the land west of the South Compound which was
purchased by the University last summer. The Ritters and Sailers have,

T believe, been lergely instrumental in its establishment. I am not
gufficiently up to date in the latest developments in the field of edu-
cation, to understand the why and the wherefore, but the mothers seemn
mueh thrilled about it, and the infants, after a few days of bitter tears,
are now thoroughly enjoying their social life together. hen I paid a
vigsit the other morning I found a toddling Ritter, one Tsai, one Chou,

one Wient, and amehs appearing on the horizon leading or carrying small
crestures to be deposited within the gate. Amahs are banished from the
scene I believe, and the mothers take charge.

The TForeign Children's School has increased in size and has two
teachers this year. British mothers I am sure are rejoicing in the
Bnglish accent and Inglish wethods introduced by liss Wilson, & very
charming young person of some twenty years, wio is teaching the older
children this year, lirs. Nash devoting her energiles to superintending
Dr. Galts Practice Schools. American mothers I am sure are Lappy to know
that Niss Cherry is staying on another year.

Lectures and Seminars. You will have seen that, with George Barbour
on the job, our public lectures heve been up to their usual standard of
excellerce and there has been no falling off in the atlendance. Ve were
somewhat dis-appointed recently in not securing Dr. Paul lionroe and Dr.
Hu Shib who were in Peking not long ago. We all seem to be forming the
lecture habit. You mey have noticed the numbers of staff, during this
last term.

Our Musical activities this autwn have been fully reported already.
Tr. Wiant nas asked me to send you the program of the liessiah performed
this Xmas. You will see we had the orchestra this year, and a very iine
array of soloists. Unfortunately lirs. Wilson developed & cold, but her
place was very bravely taken at the last moment by Mrs. H.K. Smith. We
are having a course of musical lectures by lirs. Dunlap and have had several
student recitals, also a very fine concert given by Liiss Ch'en I's bro-
tler, Mr. Benjamin Ch'en of liukden, assisted by lirs. Wilson.

Budgets. News of the financial depression in Auerice hes not fail=-
ed to reacn us, and have its effect cut here. INow that the budget for
1931-32 is about to be drawvn up, deans and department chairmen are neet-
ing with the president and treasurers, and efforts are being uade not
only to trim our saile and limit as far as posseble any fond dreaus of
further expansion, but to cut our present program wherever possible.

Departmental News I refrain from sending you, not only because I am
sure your department chairmen or secretaries keep you fully inforued, but
largely because they do not keep me informed! and I know not the inner
works., The secretary of the sociology Departument, has however, at my
request provided me with copies of & small news bulletin which is issued
regularly by that department, and which may contain news of interest to
you all.

.
The Harvard Yenching Institute School of Chinese Studies pursues its
najestic comrse upstairs in Bashford, and seems so far removed from the
plane of local gossip in this letter that I scarcely dare mention it at
all. There has been locel excitewent stirred up recently in the news-
papers, both Bnglish and Chinese, over the proposed explorations under
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the leadership of the famous Britisher Sir Aurel Stein, wiho is working
in connection with our Institute and preparing foran expedition, some-
where I think in South China, The Chinese Society for the Preservation
of Ancient Relics has sent petitions bearing the signaturew of Chinese
scholars of high repute, both to the British Legation and the Nanking
Government questioning the integrity of his intenttions and waking

some rather unpleasant accusationsg. This has naturally been very dis-
turbing to our people here and at Harvard. There is no doubt there has
been risunderstanding in these archeological circles in China, and full
explenations are now being made which it is hoped will be quite satis=-
factory. to all parties. China is rightly very sensitive on this ques-
tion Just now, and determined to safeguerd her interests in such con=-
nections.

The Yenta Christisn Fellowship has been quietly carrying on its
work as usual. The Workmen's Centre is open and very busy. The num-
ber of members admitted to the Fellowship this autumn was larger than
for many years. The morning services have been well attended. Iir.
Porter has been continuing his chaplainship of the little vesper service
in English, which has during the winter months met in Sage Chapel, and
which continues to have its welltrained choir and its monthly anglican
service. The attendance is slim but regular. The Sheng Kung group meets
every Sunday morning for early communion with a very faithful group of
students attending; two members of the Anglican Mission in Peping offi-
ciating. luch excitement prevailed in this group just vefore Christmas
when lMr., Faucett unexpectedly arrived from Japan and wgs able to attend a
service, and breakfast with his little flock.

Socizl Service Work is developing in many fields. Our Sociology ex-
periment gtation at Ching Ho will soon be competing with Tinghsien in
interest to visitors froma broad! Illany have made the pilgrimage across
the fields this auwtumn and winter to the little village where our so-
ciology steaff and students are conducting.a centre for experiments in the
social life of the village. -The Kung Ch'angs, under the direction of the
faculty wives a re carrying on and developing their splendid work with its
industrial, medical, social and religious aspects; hundreds of dollars
worth of handkerchiefs are sold to the passing tourist each time a round-
the -world cruise reaches Peping. Ilrs. Learmonth's dispensary work goes
steadily forward, as does the work conducted by the student groups in mass
education, family case work, Sunday schools, etc. The Yenta Relief Fe=-
deration now heads up much of this work. It is a pity that someone with
more intimate knowledge than I possess of all the interesting deteils of
this splendid wervice, in which members of our community young and old are
contributing, could not write of it. But I can tell you of one new venture
which we have ewbarked upon this year. A Home for Aged Women has been
opened in the village of Haitien. lirs. Learmonth has been the prime mover
in this, as these pitiful old people haunt the doors of her dispensary,
especially during the cold winter months when it is too cold to beg on the
streets, and we may be sure they do not go away without some form of come-
fort. Perhaps some of you are already familiar with her story of the old
begger to whom she said one day, slightly exasperated with the fact that
every time he came for medicine he begged for coppers, "Have you never
earned @n honest penny in your life?v, to which assault, drawing himself
up with great dignity, he replied, "Yes, I used to embroider banners for
the Omperor and I still have my embroidery frames, but I have no money to
buy the silk"%, Provided by lMrs. ILearmonth with a piece of gilk and the
necessary embroidery materiasl, he departede nd she never expected to see
him again. A few days later back he came, and exhibited a flock of blue-
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birds, embroidered with exquisite skill. Since that time he has been
regularly employed in the kung Chtang, and decorates infants dresses and
pram covers with delicious little bluebirds, butterflies and flowery
borders. Thig seme old beggar does not know that a piece of his handd-
work found its way to the Little Emperor in Tientsin who was mmch pleased
to receive this work from an old servent. There are & number of poor
old beggar women, practically all of whom have feding eyesight, and wno
Love beem deserted by soldier sons in the constant shifting of troops to
and from the surrounding villages. They have found some tiny corner in
some leanto belonging to some kindhearted villager or in a temple court,
from which they sally forth to beg their pittence of food on the streets,
except in the bitter days of the winter when they subsist no one knows
how. Now, it happens that one of the Yenching Kung Chtangs fell heir to
o sizable house in Haitien, and this with one hundred dollars to put it
in repair, they contributed to found a Home for Destitute 0ld Women. The
willing interest of the Bociology Departuent was enlisted, and it under-
took, under the personal supervision of IT. Cheng Hung-chun, to see to
the repairing of the house, equipping it in readiness to receive the old
people, and the invewtigating of all the cases reported in by lrs. Lear-
fonth and others. A committee was appointed, of which I am a member, to
raise the money for the support of ten old women which is the full number
the house is able to accommodate. lirs. Learmonth has estimated that
460,00 Ilex should keep on old women in food, clothing and bedding for one
vear. Please, if you have any friends at home whose sympathies you can
arouse in our behalf, ask them to help us. It doesn't matier how small
the subscriptions are; remember 1.00 gold exchanges now into j4.50 kiex.
Fortunately for us, two gemerous American friends of the Hungs, who
happened to be stopping with then at the time the organization of the
home wes being talked about and whose sympathy was aroused, have enabled
us to open the Home even before we have had time to hear from the friends
ot home to whom we are appealing. Iloney can be sent either to Ilirs.
ILearmonth, lrs. Ritter, liother Lew or myself. The thing that has ine-
terested me most has been the whole-hearted and efficient way in which
the students in question have taken up thelr share of the work. They made
a most careful study of the regulations under which the homes for the
aged in Peping are operating, have drawn up our regulations, boughl the
supplies and superintended the making of quilts and waedded sarments most
economically, and have met with the general committee several times to
account for every penny they have spent. They have made a most thorougl
investigation of all the cases, and after these reports were submitted vo
the committee, & final selection was made oi three old women, who in age,
health z nd lack of visible means of support, were qualified to enter our
Home . Just befecre it was opened, on one cold snowy afternoon, I sallied
forth in the care of one of the sociology students, to visit the three
applicants, and found thewm all crouching on the X'tangs trying to keep
warm in thw wretched novels they were sheltered iu, cne in the village of
ILan Chi (the blue bvanner village} and two in Haitien. One vigorous old
woman, blind in one eye gnd over eighty, I could see was enthusiastically
looking forward to the time when whe could enter. The other two, &s all
the neighbors crowded in full of interest, secmed @ little timid and
hesitant. O(ne had debts to settle, one a son whom she had not seen ior
three years, but who might come back at China New Year time and i ind her
gone. It was such a new idea to these old women; why were we providing
them with a home, food and clothes all for nothings why were they not to
be allowed to go out more than once a weekj why could they not bring into
the Home &ll their pitiful collection of rags, broken furniture, old tin
cans, etc. Perhaps lirs. Learmonth's medical examination had frightened
them a little, and had aroused the old suspicion that their eyes or hearts




were to be cut out. We invited all their friends to escort t hem to

the Home and meake & thorough invesgtigation of it for themselves. On
the opening day at nine a.m. about two weeks apo, lir. Chang Hung-chun
and the students were waiting to welcome these first arrivals. They
came, were washed, dressed in the warm new garments and introduced to
their new home by smiling faces, but, 6h dear! the next day they had
all run away. The flight of the old lady of eighty was only temporary,
for she is back in the Home now, and seems most happy and contented with
everything, and I don't think we shall lose her again. The other two
are not quite ready to come back (they are younger and better able to
care for themselveg) but their places have already been filled by two
others., liother Lewand I went down to visit them yesterday afterncon
for the students are very busy with their exams just now and find it
difficult to make their daily visits. A very nice capable matron has
been found and when we arrived we found all four comfortgbly settled
around a little open brazier of glowing coals, two of them curled up on
the k'ang which was spread with nice clean matting and the rolls of new
bedding at one end, curtains at the windows, Worean paper and white-
washing making everything look spick and span. The little Kung Li Hui
church at Haitien is taking an interest too, so their religious welfare
will be fostered and taken care of. Ve asxed them if they were coum=
fortable and had enough to eat. They had no complaints to make and were
enthusiastic in their grateful appreciation of everything. While we
were there, liiss Kuan Jui-wu (a socioclogy student) rushed in her examn
Just over, to inspect and dole out the rations to the matron for the
next day. Hverything seems most carefuily looked after. Poor Miss
Kuan was most disconsolate because the o0ld ladies had run away, and be-
cause the full quota of ten could not bhe instated all at once, hut we
urged her to be patient and proceed slowly. When the word goes around
that the three already in are being well taken care of and have lost
neither their eyes nor their hearts, we are sure that we will have no
dAifficulty in filling up the other places now vacant on tie kangs.

And now, @8 a windup, for some intimate family news. I think our
new babies have all been duly reported, and you will learn in due time of
all the new members expected this spring and suwmmer. I think I have no
engagements amonyg the faculty to report, except possibly that of William
Band who expects to go home to Ingland this summer to be married. Those
of you who kXnow Suzanne Lu may be interested to hear that she is engaged
to liddie Pien's brother, tine very nice doctor in the P.U.M.C. There
have been other rumors of engagements among the faculty, but as I have
no confirmation of these I shall not report them. There has been very
little sickness among the faculty except the usual colds and light
cases of Tlu. Dr. Ch'en Tsai-hgin's wife told me last Saturday, that
he is much better. He has been allowed to take one of his classes in
the University, but the doctors say he must go very slowly for a long
time. Trudy Wood, who was sent to bed in October with threatened T.DB.
came dowvnstairs for the first time on Xmas afternoon, and was seen
talking & stroll out of doors last Saturday. She probably won't be al-
lowed to teach tiis coming term, however. Iir, Wolferz has been having
the same old trouble with his eye. He had a very delicate operation
performed at the P.U.M.C. the other day, and we have just heard that
this was not successful, so he cannot expect the relief he hoped for.
This is very diseppointing, but as usual, the Wolferz family are checrful
and optimisticy
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Our new members of staff of last autumn are now so old that it is
hard to remember who they are. lr. and lirs. Shafer and infamt of
Nanking University have been staying with the Breeces, lrs. Shafer
teaching in the IEnglish Department; the liarting of the llethodist lLiission,
Tokyo, are still exchanging with the Faucetts, &nd have been this wine
ter in the B.H., Lis house. The two Robertas, both living in 53 South
Compound, Roberta Vhite and Roberte lla, both FheD.s one in chemistry
and one in psychology, are very young and charming. Jennie Weng, also
at 03, ig one of our own graduates in Sociology. The latest arrival in
the VWomen's College is liiss Burtt, an English Quaker, somewhet clder
and more experienced. She has taught in an ZInglish college and worked
in the Student lovement, She ig a delightful person, a Britisher of
strong personality. I hear two more British women may join our English
Department staff next autumn for at least one year, liiss lMyfanwy Wood's
sister, and lir. Barbour's sister. We have several very nice young Chinese
bachelors or"grass widowers", and in the Self Help office, lir. K.Y. Ma,
who worked for meny years in the Y.W.C.A. in Hangchow. He has shown us
pictures of his wife :and children, whom we hope will join him thig spring
as he seems rather lonely without them. There are & mumber of new fellows
out under the Harvard-Yenching School of Chinese Btudies, living in
Peping or elsewhere, but we see little of them, with the exception of one
very nice young Hnglishman who seems to have & special interest cn our
campuse. This year our community has been much enlivened by the Prince-
ton quota, in the persons of Dr. and lirs. Duncen and lLessrs. Taylor and
Free. The Duncans are living with the President,lirs. Duncan waking an
admirable hostess in this busy house. UIir. Duncan is & profegsor of some
experience, and llessrs. Tayler s nd Iree very recent graduates. They are
extremely nice young fellows, and have entered enthusiastically into
athletics of all kinds, and one of them has been = great addition to our
dramatic and Musical circles, being possessed of a really fine voice. He
has been leading man in adl our plays this vear. The other came in for
some hard knocks in the Chiu Kan, on account of youth and inexperience
and the fact that he smokes in class seemed to shock the sensibilities of
the Chinese student. Perhaps this is the latest thing at Princeton but
apparently Yenching is not quite ready to approve.

/e have two interesting and elderly new members of staff this year,
liiss Holland (Germen) and lMpe. Pauer (French). lir. Chuan esteblished them
together in a Chinese house in Haitien, and there have been difficulties
as one night imapine in this cosmopolitan household. I hear both sldes!
It wag & daring venture of faith on the part of lMr. Chuan, but I fear we
way have to find different quarters for one of them soon, for matters are
beconing strained, especially as quite recently lme. Bauer's large police
dog set upon Miss Holland's small poodle and killed it.

Grace Boynton is trying out her little experiment in living alone in
& tiny Chinese house in Haitien village, and apparently is enjoying her=-
self hugely in her trial of the simple life. I hear, however, that neither
Miss Boring nor Chupu (her faithful servitor) entirely approve.

Visiting Professors. We had a delightful vigit from a young Japanese
theological professor from Doshisha University, Kyoto, who returned to
Japan just before Xmas. Though some tremble a little when thisg visit
wa.s proposed for fear a professor from Japan might not be an altogether
welcome wisitor in a Chinese University, he was blessed with such a dig-
erming and friendly personality, and was so altogether charming, that the
visit went off without a hitech. Bveryone weas delighted with him. He




lectured, and held seminars; he presented our students with gifts from the
Doshisha students, and was in turn presented by our Student Association
with appropriate gifts to take back to Japan. Doshisha is hoping for a
visit from one of our theologians next year.

We have also had with us for about three months a very lively young
German, who has been lecturing for us in the Departmeit of Heonomicg. He
represents the World Student Christisn Federation. He has been entering
into our life here with 2Zest, and I think would fain have steyed with us
until the summer, but although the department is rather hard put to it with
So many members of staff gway, he is not being asked to stay on for the
students have found difficulty in understending him. However, during his
stay with us he has contributed his bit towards our cultural and social
life.

The Philosophy Department has been much "bucked" this year in having
with it two such noted visitors as Professor warbeke, Head of the Philo-
sophy Departuent of lit. Holyoke College, and lir. Ivor Richerds of Cembricge,
England fame. Iir. and krs. Warbeke were with us during the early part of
the last semester staying with lirs. Frame. Irs. Warbeke discovered after
she arrived that she was @ cousin of lMrs. Learmonth. Dr. Warbeke's lece
tures on things Greek were very much enjoyed. Unfortunately, before the
course wes finished he fell ill and wes some weeks in bed before he was
able to wind up with one final lecture and hurry south to try to catch up
with an interrupted schedule of travel. Both Lir. and lirs. Richards spent
two or three days on the campus during the entire semester. Two of MNr.
Richards lecture series were thrown cpen to all, one on the “Logic of
Heaning® of by no means a popular nature, but very deep in contenty and a
poputiar series on "Lodern Poets", He is a charming lecturer, no matter
what he lectures on, but I fear the s tudents found it hard to follow him,
and his Cambridge accent.

Buildings. 7You will be delighted with the appearance of the Boyd
Gymnesium (our new women's gym.). The girls, many of whom learnt to Bwim
lasgt summer &t the N.W. camp at Peitaiho are longing to see the swimming
pool in operaticn, and hope that some day this feature may be f inished.
Our men's gym still lacks one wing at the southand, but Mr. Warner has
very generously found the money for this and so, as soon as building
operations can start in the spring, the wing will be built and the whole
building completely equipped. Three new two story houses were built
this fall in the Hast Compound and are now occupied by the Hin Wongs, the
Cheng Hun-chuns and lir. Lee Tai Lai. There are two new bungalows in the
South Compound, one the "Princeton House" where llessrs Free and Taylor
have been installed, and the other which might be called the "Harvard
House", with Mr. Porter's new secretary living in it with the new school
teacher. liksses Cookingham and Cummings are occupying the second half of
the new Vorien's College double bungalow.

Death of lir, Li Chienfan., Our whole cormunity was shocked by the
tragic news of the death in Ste. Louis of this former s tudent of ours,
who left for America in September on the Tirst fellowship granted to
Yenching by the Missouri Botanicel Garden of washington University, St.
Louis. We had received long and cheerful letters f row him since his
arrival in America, and many of us had had his Xmas card justa few days
before we received the news of his death. There seems no explanation
whatsoever for his tragic death. He went off so heppily, and we had
alreedy had word of his brilliant work, which had marked him asan




outstanding student among his American fellows even in so s hort a time.
Although the news appeared in the local papers, it has been kept from
hig mother who is not strong and who s till only thinks of him as being
a1 s

The Social Committee has entertained in the President's House, our
neighbors from Tsinghua, the American community in Pepdng, the Language
School, and the Yenching community to & Christmas party, also, last
week a farewell to Dr. Leonard Hsu, and this week the President is enter-
taining the German liinister and his wife. All these events with the
exception of the Xmas party have been afterncon teas, the Xmas party being
an evening affair with a performance of the old Shadow Plays which were
very thrillings This has been a tremendous year for tea-parties, all the
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